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I cooled my heels during three days outside Kilmainham Jail, in
an attempt to see men who really represent four-fifths of the people
of this country, and as after at length getting in, I at length got out
again, there were two great Englishmen whom I wished could have
been alive to visit the place—Charles Dickens and John Stuart Mill.
It would require the pen that described the "circumlocution office"
to fitly describe the officials at Kilmainham and the pains they seem
to take to make visits to the suspects, as few and as unpleasant as
possible. It would require the author of On Liberty to fitly warn his
countrymen of what such treatment of suspected men really means.2
A fortnight later he was able to report:
I have seen the most famous and best loved men of Ireland—the
men who are today the real leaders and representatives of the Irish
people; but have seen them with the greatest difficulty and under
conditions which in other countries surround the worst male-
factors	
It was the first time I had ever met Mr. Parnell. I was most fav-
orably impressed by him. Features and bearing and expression
speak a strong, well-poised, and determined character, a man fit
to be the leader of men.
Our conversation was exceedingly interesting for a conversation
of its kind, but it was an exceedingly provoking kind, for the
two warders strained their ears lest anything contraband should
be said.... Of the things I most wanted to talk to Mr. Parnell,
nothing was permitted	No politics of any kind, of any country
were to be spoken of, said the warder	So then we spoke of Bishop
Nulty, but when I attempted to allude to Bishop Nulty's views, and
how he believed there can be no settlement of the Land Question
until land is acknowledged as the common property of the whole
people, I was peremptorily stopped. There could be no allusion to
land, even with the League left out, within the sacred precincts of
Kilmainham.
Baffled in these directions we talked of ancient history and of
the persecution of the early Church, of the triumph of Christianity
over Paganism, of the course of civilization and the effects upon
European thought, of the discovery and settlement of America, of
the progress of astronomical science, of the laws of human thought,
etc	Not even the gold-banded chief warder, though he looked
very uneasy, could sniff "politics" in such topics as these, nor yet
when I sought to obtain Mr. ParnelTs views on such religious topics

